Blue Ribbon agencies show healthy vital signs!

Six Human Service Categories. The Collaboration for a New Century (CNC) has identified six
areas that it believes are essential to creating opportunities for lower-income working families:
1) child development; 2) youth mentoring; 3) affordable housing; 4) job training; 5) family support
(addiction intervention, counseling, care giving etc.); and 6) affordable healthcare.

What’s so special about these Blue Ribbon programs?

Criteria for Effectiveness. The CNC, with assistance from the Valley of the Sun United Way,
has found these “best practice” programs to have five strong characteristics. They are 1) innova-
tive, 2) community-based, 3) holistic, 4) collaborative, and 5) outcome-focused. The 2007 and 2008
Blue Ribbon agencies are profiled below. Each year, these Blue Ribbon agencies positively impact
the lives of some 50,000 individuals.
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