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Rodo Sofranac

Yes, Rodo is my first name. I was born in Montenegro (former Yugoslavia), where the name doesn't conjure up motor activity. I speak, read and write Serb-Croatian (formerly the name of the main language of former Yugoslavia) and German (formerly two countries north of the former Yugoslavia). I’m also try work on me English, and getting gooder every day. (
I am a Phoenix, Arizona writer, trainer, and teacher. I have over 35 years of experience in business, education, and community development, holding positions as diverse as bank vice president, director of academic affairs at the university level , executive director of Phoenix Habitat for Humanity, chair of various local, state, and national organizations, member of "lots of" boards, task forces, and committees.  Most significantly, I’ve been a husband (34 plus years to the same patient lady), father of four terrific and creative kids, and very recently a grandfather.

For over 20 years I have been involved in policy research and formation in the area of workforce development. During that time, I’ve worked closely with the National Governors’ Association, Departments of Labor and Education, congressional staff, public and private economic development organizations, and numerous state workforce development and education agencies. I also provided testimony to U.S. Senate and House committees in the establishment of national workforce development policies.

In addition to a degree in psychology from Cornell University, I have an education certification from Cleveland State University and a master in business administration from Arizona State University.

Steve Capobres

Since 2005, Steve Capobres has served as Executive Director of the Collaboration for a New Century - a non-profit organization working to bring the business, faith, government and philanthropic sectors together on improving the quality of life in the State of Arizona.

Steve is a former Assistant Director of the Arizona Department of Commerce where he provided policy advice to the Governor and Legislature in the area of community development and affordable housing. He was also responsible for the distribution of over $200 million in federal and state funds annually.  He left this position in 2001 to pursue his interest in working in other public policy areas with the Arizona Prevention Resource Center at Arizona State University and as a private consultant.  As a part-time Executive Director of the Collaboration, Steve continues to perform this work as well.

Over the last few years he has provided strategic planning, program evaluation and other management advice to a number of government agencies including the Arizona Department of Education, the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS), the Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections, the Governor’s Parents Commission, the Arizona Postsecondary Education Commission, the Office of Student Affairs and Alumni Association at Arizona State University, and several Arizona school districts including Cave Creek, Scottsdale, Peoria, Dysart, Tolleson, Washington Elementary, and Yuma.  He has also worked with several non-profit organizations including the Area Agency on Aging, the Arizona Community Action Association, the Arizona Association of Realtors, Childsplay, and Community Services of Arizona.

Steve is a native Arizonan who holds a Bachelors Degree in Business Administration, specializing in Quantitative Business Analysis, and a Masters Degree in Public Administration, both from Arizona State University.  Steve currently serves on the boards of the Arizona Coalition to End Homelessness, the Phoenix Community Alliance and Highlands Community Church in Scottsdale.






